A Steve Frisch
President, Sierra Business Council

S I E R R A sfrisch@sierrabusiness.org

BUSINESS COUNCIL

November 3, 2025

RE: Abstract of Proposed Recommendations for SB 254 Wildfire Fund Study

To whom it may concern:

On behalf of Sierra Business Council, | am writing in response to the California
Earthquake Authority’s call for contributions in support of new models or approaches to
complement or replace the Wildfire Fund, in response to SB 254.

Sierra Business Council (SBC) is a triple-bottom-line nonprofit organization serving the
economic, environmental, and social needs of the Sierra Nevada region. SBC works
closely with many state agencies, local governments, and small businesses to promote
sustainable rural economies, provide business technical assistance and development
strategies, and enhance energy efficiency and reduce carbon emissions.

As a regional expert in wildfire and energy policy, SBC has represented the Sierra
Nevada's needs and opportunities in state policymaking for over a decade. In
partnership with California’s Wildfire and Forest Resilience Task Force, SBC co-led both
the Forest Biomass Working Group and the development of recommendations to
advance workforce and career development in the wildfire resilience sector. SBC has
also provided technical assistance to multiple businesses in the Sierra Nevada seeking
to develop biomass utilization infrastructure to put residual wood waste from wildfire risk
reduction projects to beneficial use. [Add energy experience]

Based on this experience, SBC would urge inclusion of the following topics in the study:

e In response to PUC § 917(c)(3)&(8):

o Opportunities to align recommended mitigation measures with California’s
Wildfire and Forest Resilience Action Plan

o Opportunities to increase funding for existing state wildfire resilience
funding programs with demonstrated impact and unmet demand.
Development of new programs should be recommended only as
warranted to fill specific gaps

o Opportunities to increase funding for landscape-scale mitigation including
and extending beyond utility corridors, with a focus on multi-benefit
ecological restoration that includes beneficial fire



o Opportunities to increase funding for mitigation in communities in the
wildland-urban interface and with exposure to utility line hazards, with an
emphasis on home and community hardening and vegetation
management

e Inresponse to PUC § 917(c)(5):

o A spatially explicit evaluation of the hazard reduction and cost efficacy of

specific utility wildfire mitigation strategies

SBC looks forward to expanding upon these considerations in a full submission, and
thanks you for your consideration of these topics. If you have any questions or if | can be

of assistance, please email me at sfrisch@sierrabusiness.org.

Sincerely,

Lot B Fradn

President

Sierra Business Council


mailto:sfrisch@sierrabusiness.org
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